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Johns Hopkins University

Homewood Institutional Review Board (HIRB)
Assent Form

· Assent Forms should be written at the level potential child participants can understand. Do not include section headings such as “Purpose of Research Study” and “Procedure.”

· This form can be used orally, in which case the signature lines should be removed.

· Instructions are italicized and blue. Delete these instructions after you finish drafting your form.
Title: 
[Title of the research study, as it appears on the HIRB application. If multiple consent forms will be used, add subtitles to clarify the target population.]
Principal Investigator:
[Name and JHU affiliation]
Date:



[Date the form was prepared]
We want to tell you about a research study we are doing. A research study is a way to learn more about something. We would like to find out more about [insert topic and describe goals in simple language]. You are being asked to join the study because [insert name of condition or other reason(s) for inclusion].
If you agree to join this study, you will be asked to [describe procedures, (e.g., questionnaires, activities) in words a child would know and understand. Also include number of visits and time frame in words easily understood by a child]. 

Describe possible risks (e.g., discomforts) in simple language. 

Use any of the following statements that are appropriate: We do not know if being in this study will help you. We expect that the study will help you by [describe how]. We may learn something that will help other children with [insert name of condition or topic under investigation] some day. This study will help us learn more about [topic under investigation].
You do not have to join this study. It is up to you. You can say okay now and change your mind later. All you have to do is tell us you want to stop. No one will be mad at you if you don’t want to be in the study or if you join the study and change your mind later and stop. 

Before you say yes or no to being in this study, we will answer any questions you have. If you join the study, you can ask questions at any time. Just tell the researcher that you have a question.

If you want to be in this study, please sign your name. You will get a copy of this form to keep.

Sign your name here
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